BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF
GLENN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 20.03 OF THE GLENN COUNTY
CODE AND ADDING CHAPTER 20.09 TO THE GLENN COUNTY CODE
ENTITLED GROUNDWATER MONITORING, MANAGEMENT AND WATER
TRANSFERS AFFECTING GROUNDWATER.

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF GLENN ORDAINS AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 20.03 of the Glenn County Code, Groundwater Management, is
hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 2. Chapter 20.09, Groundwater Monitoring, Management and Water Transfers
Affecting Groundwater, is hereby added to the Glenn County Code and shall read as
follows:

WHEREAS, the Preliminary Plan for Groundwater and Coordinated Water Management
was adopted by the Glenn County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) in May, 2006; and

WHEREAS, Glenn County, by virtue of its physical and hydrologic setting and foresight
of its residents in the past, currently enjoys an enviable water supply situation in relation
to many other counties in California; and

WHEREAS, as stewards of the water resources available to Glenn County, the Board is
permitted to manage this unique resource (Water Code §10753) in order to meet the
needs of Glenn County, the Sacramento Valley, and the state of California, in that order;
and

WHEREAS, the needs of Glenn County are best met by monitoring and managing the
groundwater in Glenn County, and in monitoring and managing water transfers/surface
water exports that adversely or potentially adversely affect said groundwater including,
but not limited to, water exports/transfers involving (1) surface water with groundwater
substitution, (2) direct groundwater export, and (3) surface water originating in Glenn
County; and

WHEREAS, the purpose and intent of this chapter is to establish an effective mechanism
concerning direct groundwater exports/transfers and surface water exports/transfers
affecting groundwater that will assure that the overall environment and economy of the
County is protected and that significant adverse environmental, social, and economic
impacts are avoided; and



-

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this ordinance to create an environment so that
demonstrated adverse impacts from direct groundwater exports/transfers and other water
exports/transfers have the potential of being resolved between the affected parties; and

WHEREAS, the Board is hopeful that this ordinance and any subsequent modifications
will result in the desired compliance to protect the County’s groundwater, thus obviating
the need for an initiative ordinance to be voted upon by the people of this county to
protect and preserve its groundwater by monitoring and restrictions on profiteering
through direct groundwater exports/transfers and other water exports/transfers; and

WHEREAS, the Board expects to adopt a subsequent ordinance that further addresses
groundwater protection in the areas of groundwater quality and land subsidence; and

WHEREAS, the Board intends to periodically evaluate and revise its water management
plan, and intends to re-adopt it upon the adoption of this ordinance and the repeal of
Chapter 20.03.

20.09.010 Purpose:

A. The Board finds that the protection of the groundwater resource for its use within the
County is of major concern to the residents of the county for the protection of their
health, welfare, and safety. The Board further declares that the beneficial use of
groundwater and maintenance of safe yield is of critical importance to the economy of the
County.

B. The Board intends to ensure the continued availability of groundwater and to ensure
that extraction of groundwater does not exceed safe yield as defined in Exhibit A and its
subsequent amendments and modifications, and as further set forth in this ordinance.

C. The Board recognizes that it is essential for information gathering and management
purposes that the County adopts a monitoring and management program that addresses,
among other aspects, groundwater levels.

D. The Board does not intend to limit other authorized means of managing the County's
groundwater in adopting this groundwater monitoring and management, and water
transfer ordinance.

E. While the focus of this ordinance is on the monitoring and protection of groundwater
levels, it is acknowledged that the lack of groundwater management may have the
following negative impacts on the groundwater resource, including but not limited to:

1. Lowering of groundwater levels leading to increased energy
consumption, the increased cost of deepening existing wells, and the
prospect that new wells will need to be deeper and more costly than would
otherwise be required.













































